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President’s Corner
It’s been a month since the conference…who went?
What did you think?
Please make sure to send your feedback (good
and/or bad) to Nikki Duncan (conference@ntrwa.org) if
you haven’t already. She (we) need to know what worked,
as well as what didn’t so that our next conference can be
just that much better.
On that note, I’d like to extend one more huge
kudos to Nikki and her committee (I don’t want to forget
anyone, but you all know who you are even though I don’t).
Also, thanks to everyone else who pitched in to help.
I tried to speak with each and every one of our big
name guests; they all had such nice things to say about our
event. And they were all lovely and down-to-earth people. I
don’t think that once I decide to participate in agent or
editor appointments, I’ll be nervous. (Much.)
The one presentation I least cared about going in,
but got the most out of was Kristen Lamb’s social media
talk. I really appreciated what she had to say, a few specific
things I had actually thought myself once or twice. I can’t
wait to take her blogging class and improve my blogging.
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April 21, 2012
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES

	
  

CALL TO ORDER:
A regular meeting for the North Texas Romance Writers of America
(NTRWA) was held on Saturday, April 21, 2012 at the La Hacienda
Restaurant in Colleyville, Texas. The President was present. In the
absence of the Secretary, the President-Elect recorded minutes. The
meeting was called to order at 10:35 a.m. The minutes for the March
meeting were approved as printed in the April newsletter.
OFFICER REPORTS:
President: Jen FitzGerald had nothing to report.
President-Elect: Michelle Welsh had nothing to report.
Treasurer: Angi Platt reported:
• The Treasurer’s report will be filed for audit.
Program Director: Nikki Duncan reported:
• The May meeting will be the annual Roundtable Critique. Send 20 pages
to Nikki. Details are in the newsletter, at the Yahoo loop, and on the
website.
• The June meeting will be Reade Quinton on mentalism.
Membership Director: Jamie Webb reported:
• There are 70 members.
• Three new members: Sidney Bristol, Suzan Butler, and Cherri Miller
• Two visitors: Linda Leonard and Kristin Ethridge

Board of Directors:
Officers
Jen FitzGerald
President
Michelle Welsh
President-Elect
Nancy Connally
Secretary
Angi Platt
Treasurer
Nikki Duncan
Program Director
Jamie Webb
Membership Director
Heather Long
Communications
Director
Clover Autrey
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Committee Chairs
Roni Griffin
PAN Liaison
Carolyn Williamson
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Heather Long
Kim Quinton
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Marty Tidwell
Hospitality
Heather Long
Newsletter Editor
Dawn Clyburn
Spotlights

Communications Director: Heather Long reported:
• Articles needed for newsletter.
Website Director: Clover Autrey reported:
• Update on website

D’Ann Burrow
Audio Librarian
Chrissy Szarek
Writing Incentives

	
  
Nikki Duncan

COMMITTEE COORDINATOR REPORTS:
PAN Liaison: Roni Loren reported:
• The published author pencil recognition will be brought up to date in May.

PRO Liaison: Carolyn Williamson reported:

Texas Two Step 2014
Angi Platt
Bylaws
Michelle Welsh
Angi Platt
th

30 Anniversary

May 2012
• To become a PRO, a member must submit a manuscript to an agent or
editor and have proof of submission. Application forms are available.
• One of benefits of PRO is priority reservations [after published authors] with agents and editors
at RWA National Conference.

Hospitality: Marty Tidwell reported:
• Items are needed for the raffle prize baskets for the monthly meetings.
• Raffle tickets to win prizes are available for purchase at the monthly
meetings.
Spotlights: Dawn Alexander:
• D’Ann Burrow was the spotlighted member.
Audio Librarian: D’Ann Burrow had nothing to report.
Writing Incentives: Chrissy Szarek had nothing to report.
Texas Two-Step: Nikki Duncan reported:
• The Two-Step sold $3200 in books and NTRWA was able to give $628 in
gift cards to charity.
Bylaws: Angi Platt had nothing to report.
30th Anniversary: Michelle Welsh reported:
• 30th Anniversary committee volunteers were asked to stay after the meeting.
• Book in a Year coordinator Angi Platt reported:
• Distributed incentives. Details regarding participation can be found in the newsletter and at the
Yahoo loop.

Next Business Meeting: 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, May 19, 2012 at La
Hacienda. The meeting adjourned at 11:26 a.m.
Submitted electronically by Nancy Connally
Date Approved: ____________
Date Corrected: ____________	
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Charm Incentive
March 2013 will be the 30th anniversary of NTRWA. To help celebrate, the chapter is sponsoring
a Book In A Year program for all members. For more information, visit the Writing Incentives
page. (While you're there, you can see some of the other awesome ways we encourage our
members to write.)
How Book In A Year Works:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

The program is open to all NT members, local and long distance.
To sign up, please download and fill out the BIAY form and then e-mail it to the BIAY
Coordinator, Angi Platt.
Complete your word goal each month.
Charms will be earned in the following order . . . for example, if you meet your writing
goal in March, but not in April, but then again in May, you will receive the cowboy hat in
April (for March) and then the boot in June (for May).
For those who earn all twelve charms, the last one will be a 30th anniversary
commemorative disk.
Alternative charms are available for those who participated in the 25th anniversary charm
incentive.
E-mail your word count/page count to the BIAY coordinator each month
(biay@ntrwa.org) within seven days of each meeting, so that she can order your charm in
time for the following meeting.

Book	
  In	
  A	
  Year	
  Totals	
  
26303	
  

Written	
  
Edited	
  
264346	
  

It’s not too late to add your words to our pie! Join BIAY@ntrwa.org
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Book In A Year Charm Bracelet Guidelines
BIAY@ntrwa.org
Book In A Year Coordinator: Angi Morgan

NT MEMBER:
EMAIL ADDRESS:
BIAY PROJECT TITLE:
HOW WILL YOU RECEIVE YOUR CHARMS?
____ I will be at meetings.
____ I am mailing self-addressed stamped envelopes to:
Angi Platt, 13405 Charcoal Lane, Farmers Branch, TX 75234
HOW DO YOU WISH TO PARTICIPATE?
____ I would like the coordinator to encourage me to FINISH MY BOOK.
Requires members to write 25 pages on the same book until finished.
Required for NT members who have not obtained PRO eligibility.
____ I am participating as an non-contracted author.
___ I have a book under consideration that may require me to change titles.
____ I am participating as a contracted author with multiple projects.
Feel free to list some of the titles:
IS 25 PAGES (OR 6,250 WORDS) PER MONTH ENOUGH?
____ My goal is 25 pages per month
____ I would like to set my goal at ____ pages or ______ words per month.
(cannot be lower than 25 pages or 6,250 words)
DID YOU PARTICPATE in 2007/2008?
____ No, this is my first time and I need a bracelet.
____ Yes, but I lost my original bracelet and need a new one.
____ Yes, and I earned several charms. Please find alternate charms for the following:
___ Boot
___ Cowboy Hat
STARTING DATE
March 2012

FINISHING DATE
March 2013

Please note: the BIAY program is to celebrate our 30th chapter anniversary in March
2013. Those beginning the program at a later date can still receive the recognition. The
last month to begin the program will be January 2013.
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Spotlight on Sidney Bristol	
  
By Dawn Alexander

Tell us what you write and about your latest
release.
I write about things you need a note from your
mother to read. Kidding!
Currently I write Contemporary Romance, of the
spicy variety. I started out wanting to be a swords,
sorcery and horses kind of epic fantasy writer,
but after my friends challenged me to write a
romance, and it didn’t, ya know, suck in a bad
way, I’ve kept with it. My debut release was in
January, with Ellora’s Cave. It’s called Flirting
with Rescue. I used the adage, “Write what you
know,” and wrote about a former rodeo brat. My
heroine meets her hero while rescuing two horses
that were being used to traffic drugs and stolen
goods, and steamy times and danger ensues.
How do you go from being a missionary to
writing for Ellora's Cave?
This is one of those questions I could write pages about. The shortest way to answer?
Serendipity.
I liked being a missionary, but in the long run, it wasn’t what I wanted to do for the long
term. I finished school. I went back to school. The economy tanked. I got a job, and fell
back into writing. I got picked up by EC because of my friends, really. They are the ones
who threw the gauntlet down and dared me to write romance. They’re the ones who read
what I wrote and said it wasn’t half bad. They’re the ones who got me into the right place
so that when the opportunity to pitch to my current editor came about, I was there.
How did you get involved with NTRWA? What do you remember about your first
meeting?
I visited sometime in 2011 with another friend of mine. I remember Rosemary was talking
about queries, and it was nice to see familiar faces. At the time I still didn’t know what I
wanted when it came to writing, so I didn’t join. Since selling Flirting with Rescue, and
getting two additional contracts, I decided that I needed to learn more and network. So I
visited RWA chapter meetings and took the plunge.
You talk about being a rodeo brat, tell us more about that experience.
I think that this is one of those things that, to everyone else, my life growing up was this
crazy, on the road adventure. To me, it was just how we lived.
My parents have always been the kind of people who would rather do what they loved
than something they had to do. My dad was a world champion calf roper turned team
roper by the time I was born, and my mom was a roman rider and trick rider, one-third of
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the All American Trick Riders. We had property in Grandview, Texas, and my dad owned
a livestock auction in El Paso, Texas, but we only stopped in either location long enough
to fill the tanks and keep going. We traveled most of the year, in separate rigs, because
my mom would be at a rodeo for the full run of performance dates, and my dad would
need to hit as many rodeos or jack pots as he could. When we stopped traveling and all
lived under one roof, it was a big adjustment period.
It wasn’t an easy way to grow up, but I saw almost all of the United States from the
passenger seat of a motor home or the back of a horse. I’ve been in Presidential
Inaugural parades, I’ve performed as a trick rider for crowds of thousands, and until I
was in jr high, I never completed a whole school year at one school. There are tons of
things like cartoons, movies and music that I missed out on because if it wasn’t at a rodeo,
I didn’t know about it. But on the flip side, there are a lot of things I was exposed to and
learned that you can’t in four walls.
I can say that growing up that way taught me a lot about responsibility and people. I had
to learn how to put our animal’s wellbeing above my own, how to clean and prepare my
equipment and costumes. Each week there were new kids to play with, and I had to learn
how to make friends quickly. It was a unique experience, and a way of life that’s sadly
dying out.
You played roller derby for a while. What was that like?
I wish I could tell you, but the concussions have ruined my memory. Kidding! Roller
derby was a blast. I started out being a referee for a season, working on my skating skills
and general understanding of the game. Most people don’t get their toes wet this way, but
for me it was perfect. I got to referee in the conference championship, state bouts and a
ton of local games. I played for a season, but unfortunately spent half the season on the
injured roster because of a broken hand and concussions.
Derby these days is a very strategic game, played by women who aren’t afraid to get hurt.
I wasn’t the best player, but my goal was to be willing to put my body where it needed to
go so that I impeded the progress of my opponent. Which is a really nice way of saying I
liked to knock people over, and my butt was big enough to be a weapon. To date, I had
one broken hand and eight concussions playing derby, and those are the injuries I
acknowledge.
You have a lot of tattoos. Do any of them have a special meaning? Or story?
All of my tattoos tell a story or have a meaning!!
My first tattoo was my backpiece. It goes from my hips to my shoulders. It’s unfinished
because the artist who was working on it retired and moved away, but as it is now, it’s
still very nice. The general idea of the tattoo was that I can bounce back from the bad
things that happen in life.
My second and third tattoos I got at the same time. I have shalom in Hebrew across both
shoulders. It’s the only writing I’ll ever tattoo on myself. I got it because I was
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graduating Bible college and I’d been tasked with a research project that included a
detailed accounting of what the word means. It was my graduation present to myself. The
third is a split claddagh, half of either design is on the front of either shoulder. I’ve
always loved the stories behind the claddagh, and I wanted to incorporate some of my
heritage into a tattoo, so I decided that was it for me.
My fourth tattoo is identical to my best friend’s, something I never suggest people do, and
I broke my rule. This friend and I have resorted to telling people we’re brother and sister
because it’s just easier that way, and the tattoo was a way of showing that. It is three
flowers, a lotus bud, a tulip in full bloom and a wilting rose, held together by a ribbon
and a noose. The symbolism was that everything has a beginning, middle and end, and
things could end or begin beautifully, or badly. I do think it’s really funny that I sat
through the entire tattoo, and my brother had to take two breaks. He’ll tell you he drank
too much before the tattoo.
My “latest” tattoo is my half sleeve. It’s a stained glass window that depicts the prophet
Hosea with his wife Gomer. In the Bible Hosea takes Gomer as his wife, despite her
background as a prostitute. They had two children, which I have depicted by the presence
of two tulips. While he was off traveling, she had an affair and got in trouble and was
sold into slavery. Hosea had to travel to a foreign country to find her, buy her out of
slavery and offered her the choice to either return home with him or go her own way. We
never learn what her choice was, or how their story ends, but I chose to believe that
Gomer took the chance at redemption and had her own happily ever after. People often
think this tattoo is a piece of clothing, or part of a sleeve, but no. I’ve even been at a
Halloween party where a guy tried to wipe my tattoo off, thinking it was paint. But no,
it’s my skin.
Rumor is you have a lot of degrees in your pocket. What are they?
I do! Ready for the list? I have a degree in Biblical Studies, Youth Ministry, General
Media, and Audio Engineering. And I probably graduated with less debt than a moderate
car loan. I got lucky, I started college while I was in high school and started going to a
private university because of my scholarships, and I began as a junior.
What is your writing process like? Are you a pantser or a plotter?
On occasion I’m a pantser, but that results in a mess I hate to edit. I’m more of a plotser.
Yes, I will sometimes start projects with a completely filled out Novel Notebook, and then
there are times I sketch out the idea floating around in my headspace and I write it.
Generally I will stop once I know what I’m doing and figure out a plot. I’m not one of
those who gets bored if I know what’s going on. More like, if I know what’s coming, I can
hide it better and hopefully surprise you.
I like to write my drafts all the way to the end, from start to end, skipping as little as
possible, and then go back to edit. I’ve tried editing as I go, but it slows me down and
frustrates me. When I’m ready to edit, I generally do two to three passes. The first is a
labor intensive, weeklong torture session of rewording and shaving words and peppering
in clues. The second validates those changes I made, and I tweak a little more. The third
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pass is a verbal read through where I hopefully make few to no changes, unless I’m
smoothing out the way a sentence flows. On a particularly difficult project I’ll do a fourth
read through where I begin at the very end and read the book backwards and out loud,
but it’s more time consuming and I’m not that patient.
Who is your favorite character you have created and why?
This is hard. I’m going to discount the pets in the books, who are easy to love. The
character who might be my favorite, is Gus. He is a talking Pegasus in a cyberpunk
fantasy book that is waiting around to be edited. He is a secondary character, but he’s
quirky and a lot of fun to write.
What is the best book you have read recently?
Can I name a book that isn’t out yet? Because I am. Dirty Interludes by Jodie Becker.
She is one of my critique partners has a series about porn stars. When I heard what her
books were about, I didn’t think there was any way I was going to like them. Who could
love a porn star? But, her first book was amazing, and the second one surpassed that.
She really humanizes these men, and shows the different reasons they get sucked into that
industry. And she did that with a huge dose of humor and charm. The first book is Dirty
Beautiful, and the series is Dirty Deeds.

In Person Impact: 8 Tips for YA Authors and More
By Rosemary Clement-Moore

Recently, I was at a HUGE teen reader event out of town. Let’s say “Chicago.” About
midway through, a friend brought her teen daughter
over to me to say goodbye, because she was heading
back to Dallas. The girl--let’s call her “Andrea”--was
on the brink of tears. I didn’t know what was going
on (maybe she felt like I do about flying!) but no one
should have to leave a party in tears.
If she’d been an adult acquaintance, I would have
asked what was wrong. But I quickly checked with
my inner 14 year old and knew that way lay disaster.
She would either say “Nothing,” or burst into tears
and feel humiliated for crying in front of me.
So, I asked her what books she’d gotten in her bag.
She shrugged, like she didn’t care. Of course she
cared. She’d come to freaking Chicago to meet all
these authors.
Undaunted, I flipped open the flap on the messenger bag and started rooting through her
books. “Oh my gosh,” I said. “You got Kiera Cass’s The Selection. This is THE hot
property in this room.”
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Her, with a spark of interest. “Really?”
Me, with a glint of envy. “Everyone wants this. Heck I want this. You should go have her
sign it. She’s standing right over there.”
So off she went, clutching the book to her chest like the fragile bubble of her restored
good spirits.
Her mom told me later that I’d turned the day around for Andrea. The girl had a bad
experience with some of the adult conference volunteers, and she didn’t even want to stay
long enough to get her books signed. My intervention steered her back to her sunny self.
I’d simply acted on instincts honed by years of teaching teenagers and my pathological
need to make everyone happy. Sure, I’d treated Andrea kindly, but I hope that’s not
something authors have to be told: Treat your readers (adult and otherwise) with kindness.
But here’s the thing: If you’re inadvertently curt with an adult, at worst, they may leave
you a bad review on Amazon.com. It’s more painful for you than them, in the end.
With a teen, you have the potential to affect not just their day, but their self-esteem, their
dreams of writing, and their love of reading.
Impossible that one interaction could have such an effect? When was the last time you
talked to a teenager? They are brilliant, wonderful, terrible, histrionic, impressionable
bundles of hormonal protoplasm floating in a vacuum without any air friction to slow
down their emotional inertia once they get going. It only takes a tap to send their
ambition and esteem rocketing to the moon, and only a nudge to send their dreams
plummeting.
At this stage of their lives, every little thing makes an impression. And a meeting with
you, who has done something as astounding as write a book… That’s epic to a teen
reader. Even if they haven’t read your book, talking to you is going to be a major big deal.
Every interaction with a teen counts. No pressure or anything. Most of the time, they’re
pretty easy to please. But to turn a good teen reader interaction into a great one, here are a
few tips:
Don’t panic. Remember you’re the grown up. They’re more afraid of you than you are of
them.
A smile is easy. If you can’t manage this, maybe stay home and practice on Twitter with
a semicolon and close parenthesis. (Seriously, not everyone is a people person. Know
your limits.)
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Ask her a question. A real question, not just “How are you?” You’ll make her feel
important. (She is! She’s a reader!) Here are some simple ones: What kind of books do
you like? What’s a good book you read recently? Do you like sports/dance/arts?
Welcome her questions… and have some redirect answers in your back pocket for when
you get an awkward one like “How much money do you make?” or “Are you Team
Jacob/Edward/Peeta/Spike/Angel?” or “Will you read my book/story/poem?”
Teen readers are very often writers, even if it’s just fanfiction for their favorite books. No
matter what kind of verbal pretzels it takes, always encourage and praise their creativity.
(i.e., “Oh, wow. I would never have thought of a Pokemon-Vampire Diaries-Mortal
Instruments crossover story! What an imagination you have! Have you written any stories
with your own characters?”)
Set boundaries and have an exit strategy. Sometimes you succeed so well in engaging a
teen that she wants to tell you her life story, or keep on exchanging emails/Facebook
posts past what’s reasonable. Teens don’t always get subtle clues, so you sometimes have
to say, “I’ve enjoyed talking to you, but I’d better talk to these other girls now,” or “I’d
better stop chatting on Facebook and get to work writing!” Practice with a genuine smile,
and she’ll leave happy.
Be observant. Writers like to study people. Put those skills to work reading your teen
audience. A shy teen might need you dial back a bit, or to be drawn out with gentle
questions. You can joke around more with a boisterous teen, especially a pack of them. I
admit that reading a room is a skill, but it’s easier one on one.
Master the redirect. A sad/sulky/grumpy teen is hard to cajole out of the blues. Change
the subject to something she likes. (Here’s a clue: books, movies and boys.) Likewise,
teens are going to say awkward things like “I want to write but everyone laughs at me,”
“My brother is stupid,” “I’m unpopular.” Answer, “Oh, that’s harsh. I wasn’t popular in
school, either. Good thing I had books! What are YOU reading right now?”
It’s unlikely a teen will unburden something serious in a public setting, but it’s possible
in an email--and that’s a different, deep topic for someone who is not me to tackle. Just
remember you aren’t their counselor, priest or parent. You can have a meaningful
interaction within the scope of your shared interest of books.
“Meaningful” is the key word here. At that reader party, I didn’t turn Andrea’s day
around because I was kind. I had a meaningful interaction with her, and I made her feel
important.
All of the tips above are things that will win over adult readers as well. But with teens
comes the responsibility to nurture their love of reading. A few moments of your
undivided attention will reinforce what your books have already instilled: reading makes
you feel awesome and empowered.
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A Tale of Teen Karma	
  
By Nikki Duncan

If you can't say something nice then say nothing at all. It is something my mom said to
me over and over as a kid. Something that irritated at times, but that always stuck with
me. It is a lesson that has served me well as I ventured into this business we call
publishing.
We all know how important it is to be kind to each other, but we all also know how easy
it is to get caught up with whatever is going on around us. In those situations it is easy for
us to hurt someone's feelings, or impact our careers in a potentially negative way.
Sometimes though, even with a hundred things going on around us, we remember to
think about others. That moment of awareness can impact someone in a profound way.
Recently, my teen daughter was attending the RT Teen Day and a negative experience
had cast a shadow over what had been a highly anticipated special day. Rosemary
Clement-Moore took a moment from the hectic happenings around her to care. Without
asking what was wrong, Rosemary pulled my daughter from the darkness drifting around
her. With a few simple words, she infused excitement into the day. And now, with each
passing day the shadow of the negative experience is vanishing in the light of the
positivity.
The lesson totally of us, as authors, moms and participants in an often painful business, is
that our words matter. So think. Take the time to care about others.

Congratulations NTRWA Members!
Congratulations to Angi Morgan for selling Protecting Their Child to Harlequin Intrigue for August 2013
release.
Congratulations to Kary Rader writing as Casea Major for selling a manuscript to Crescent Moon Press!
Hats off ladies!
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…continued from page 1
Speaking of blogging, do you blog? I do. (As you all know, now, thanks to my dear
friend Angi Platt. J) And I have a whopping fourteen followers. Which is not as many as a lot of
you, but tickles me none the less. I didn’t start blogging back in August of 2007 to gain followers,
I started blogging keep myself accountable and as a
way to chart my progress as a writer. The very second
post is my decision to stop dinking around and become
a real writer—which meant at the time, to write on a
regular basis, even if it was just the blog.
I’ve continued to have my ups and downs over
the last five years including the year from hell (2010). I
felt a lot of pressure about writing in 2009 and
questioned my desire to do it any longer. My dad died two days before Thanksgiving that year
and I suffered with grief and depression for most of 2010. (You all might remember Zombie Jen.)
But during that time, I escaped my real world and lost myself in a fictitious one. I wrote
somewhere around 125K over the course of the year, all of it (the BBC’s) Robin Hood fan fiction,
most of it part of a single story that came in at just over 88K when all was said and done. That
story taught me several things.
A) That I can, indeed, finish a story.
B) That I can work to a deadline, even self-imposed ones.
C) How to leave readers hanging (chapter hooks).
D) How to self-edit.
E) How to write and revise at the same time (easier when it’s the same story, to be sure).
F) How to juggle a main plot and two sub-plots (and not lose the reader in the process).
G) That I’m mostly a pantser.
So how has this knowledge helped me? Well, you know, I haven’t thought about it much.
I made some decisions about that story when I first started writing it—the biggest one was to post
it chapter by chapter as I wrote it. A gamble and a challenge. I didn’t want to be one of those fan
fic authors who writes and posts three-quarters of a story and then drops off the face of the earth.
Could I—day in and day out, week in and week out—write enough and post often enough
to keep readers interested? Could I finish the story and finish it to readers’ expectations and
satisfaction? The answer to both of those is yes.
The bigger question is why couldn’t or didn’t I do that with my original fiction. Good
question. The answer maybe lies in the name of my blog: A Time for Everything. It just wasn’t
the right time for me. Some may say p-haw to that, and that’s okay. While the time wasn’t right,
the time was still worthwhile. I exercised my writing muscles, learned a lot in the process and
ultimately became a better writer both from a quality and a quantity perspective.
These days I’m writing more than ever. My goal (which I see now has become somewhat
of a theme in these columns) has been 3K a week since the beginning of the year. Have I done it?
More often than not yes. When I haven’t, it’s because I switched to revisions, a necessary part of
the writing process. It was a conscious decision on my part to forgive myself those words. I still
worked on the story, on the writing.
And, now, it’s time to shut up. Heather is waiting for this article. Hope to see you all on
the 19th!
Have a great writing month!

Jen
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Writing Karma
By Candace Havens

I teach a class called Writing Karma. The basic
principle of writing karma is ‘be kind to your
fellow writers.’ It sounds simple, but you would
be amazed how much you can accomplish when
you apply this philosophy to your career. It’s not
“woo woo crap” as my husband likes to call it.
This is career strategy that comes from the soul.
I don’t have room for the entire class, but I’m
going to list some things that you should think
about.
1. Support your fellow writers: Whether that means going to book signings, even if you
don’t read those kinds of books, or critiquing a draft for a friend, be available to your
fellow writers. When they have success, don’t be jealous. Revel in it. Ride those coattails.
Every time someone sells a book it opens doors for the rest of us. Nora Roberts and Jodi
Thomas are queens in my world because they have hooked millions of readers into
romance. They helped open the door for the rest of us, and I am grateful.
2. Do not trash other writers online or in public. If you wan to chat with your friends about a
book you don’t like, do it privately. If you want to chat a book you do like, do it in public.
The reason you don’t want to talk trash is because it makes YOU look bad, not the author.
If I see someone trashing a book, I assume they are jealous of that person’s success or
they are jumping on some bandwagon. There are a great many of us who see it that way.
Put yourself in that writer’s place. How would you feel if everyone trashed your book?
Trashing books can also give you a bad rep with agents and editors. I know of two
instances where an agent was checking out a potential client online and read the writer’s
Twitter feed. The person had trashed a book by one of the agent’s clients. Needless to say,
that writer’s manuscript went in the trash. The agent told me, that she was offended. She
was appalled that a writer would have such a negative public image.
3. When you find success, lift up your fellow writers. This is almost a religion with me. I do
my best to introduce up-and-coming writers to published writers, agents and editors. I
provide free writing workshops on line. And I’ve been mentoring since my first book was
published. I can’t always answer every email that comes my way from writer’s seeking
advice, but I try. I’ve been there. I know that feeling of desperation, and if I can give
someone peace of mind that’s a good thing.
This seems like common sense, but you’d be amazed how many writers simply aren’t aware of
what they should be doing and how it could benefit them. Think about it. When you are out there
at book signings, you too get to meet the booksellers. That author might introduce you to readers
who could be your fans. At conventions, when you turn and say, “What do you write?” You never
know if that person sitting next to you might become the best friend you’ve ever had.
This is a tough business. Give your fellow writers grace, and lift them up. You’ll be a better
person and writer for it. 	
  

	
  

	
  
14	
  	
  	
  

May 2012

Don’t Forget the May Round Table Critiques!
In case you aren’t aware, May is the month when we strap our published authors to the
chairs and beat critiques out of them for the pre-published authors. Okay, it’s nothing
quite as brutal as that, on either side, but May is the month when pre-published authors
can get one on one feedback from our published authors. We have several great authors
who’ve volunteered their time for the May meeting including Shayla Black, Cindy Dees,
Wendy Watson, Heather Long Gina Nelson and Nikki Duncan. Also, in the event you
cannot attend the meeting, but would like a critique, the lovely Victoria Chancellor and
Claire Ashgrove have volunteered to do a long distance critique.

Coming Soon
Mark your calendar for some great guests and programs coming in 2012 including:
June 16 ~ Reade Quinton will be back by popular demand. This time he’ll be
teaching us about mentalism and illusions.
August 18 ~ Cindy Dees
September 15 ~ Sue Grimshaw.
October 20 ~ Sherry Thomas will be speaking to us about subtext, what it
means and how to use it effectively.
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newsletter@ntrwa.org
NTRWA
2100 W. Northwest HWY
Suite 114-1081
Grapevine, TX 76051
NTRWA monthly meeting

NTRWA monthly meeting
Third Saturday of the month
Doors open @ 10 a.m.
La Hacienda Ranch
5250 Highway 121 South
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