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CANDACE HAVENS
PRESENTS

THE BOOK MAP
The Book Map, designed by Candace 
Havens, is an easy way to organize 
your book thoughts into a cohesive 
synopsis that shows character 
development as well as story beats. 
The Book Map will also help you 
write your blurb as well as figure out 
that high concept twist of your 
book. That information makes it 
easier to pitch and submit your 
manuscript.

~ ~ ~
Bestselling author Candace Havens has 
published more than 25 books. Her 
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novels have received nominations for the 
RITA's, Holt Medallion, Write Touch 
Reader Awards and National Readers 
Choice Awards. She is a Barbara Wilson 
Award winner. She is the author of the 
biography “Joss Whedon: The Genius 
Behind Buffy” and a contributor to 
several anthologies. She is also one of 
the nation's leading entertainment 
journalists and has interviewed countless 
celebrities from George Clooney to Chris 
Pratt. Her entertainment columns were 
syndicated by FYI Television, Inc. She is 
the Executive Editor and Editorial 
Director for the Embrace and Indulgence 
lines at Entangled Publishing. Candace 
also runs a free online writing 
workshop for more than 2000 
writers and teaches comprehensive 
writing classes. She does film reviews 
with Hawkeye in the Morning on 96.3 
KSCS, and is a former President of 
the Television Critics Association.

#GetPublished initiative in May

Join us at 10:00 AM for JEN FITZGERALD

Coming Up: Writing Author Bios by Clover Autrey & 

Indie Publishing by Chris Keniston 

Program Director
Linda Bolton 

YOU CAN BE A PART OF THE 
NT MACHINE!! CONTACT MIA. 

2018
Committee 
Chairs

PAN Liaison
Chrissy Szarek

PRO Liaison
Randee Leigh

Bylaws
Angi Morgan

The Carolyn
Jen FitzGerald

Great 
Expectations
Amanda McMurrey, 
Susan Miller, 
Carolyn Rae

Hospitality
Amanda McMurrey

Spotlight
Angi Morgan

Writing 
Incentives
Kim Miller

35th Anniversary
Jen FitzGerald

Two Step 2019 
Conference
Open 
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What does it mean to be part of a tribe in the 21st century? 

Webster’s defines Tribe as a group of persons having a common character, occupation, or 
interest. It is beyond the family. Sometimes we are part of a “tribe” without even realizing 
it—like at work or church or school. In the online world, a tribe tends to form around an 
authority, expert, or celebrity.

When you move, you may find you need a new tribe(s). And isn’t that sometimes the hardest 
part of moving? We get in our groove, our routine, and almost in an instant it’s all changed in 
our new home environment. In many cases, if a person cannot find a place to share their 
personal and professional energy, it never feels like home.

And what if you take on a new interest or hobby? That could mean a new tribe for you. With the 
exception of people with severe wanderlust, most will seek out people with common interests or 
goals to connect with.

In very much the same way, we at NT are a tribe. My question to you is what does your tribe 
mean to you? Is it about sharing triumphs or struggles? About learning your craft? About 
socializing and idea sharing? Any combination of those? And furthermore, what can you do to 
make your tribe great?

As a successful author, you are chief of your tribe, even if in a small way. Your goal is to write, 
publish, and sell books. You draw more and more people around you to strive to complete your 
goals. These tribe mates take on many forms. They can be online or offline connections to you. 
Some, you are closer to than others.

I dare say, you can call it a group, a clan, a family, or a tribe, but everyone needs one. It is 
crucial for our survival as individuals and as a whole. Simply put, people like to belong to a tribe
(s). Make yours great, connect with yours, and they will help you succeed as an author.

Best wishes!
~Audra
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WOW! IT'S TAX TIME...AGAIN
by Angi Morgan

Every year I promise myself that I'll be more organized. Instead, April 1st rolls around and 
I'm gathering stacks of paper and receipts from different rooms in the house where they 
were temporarily moved while cleaning for company. Well, they always say that admitting 

you have a problem is the first step to recovery.

I've tried using organizational templates for writers. I have them. Forget about them 
halfway through the year. I end up adding everything up and just enter the total. But this 
year, I've done my own very simple Excel sheet. That in itself isn't a time-saving tip. My 

a-ha moment was where I'm now keeping the sheet. I have added it as a worksheet with 
my bills. Duh.

Tracking my bills is a monthly chore. I track them because I claim my home office (and 
also to keep track of electricity rates). Now, I'll be entering my monthly expenses for 

writing much the same way. Instead of shoving the receipts into a folder and hiding the 
folder in a cabinet out of sight. My worksheet is now right next to paying the electricity 

and water bill. Fortunately, I began using an app for tracking gas mileage and it allows me 
to transfer the information with a CSV file.

Fingers crossed it works. If I keep up with it on a monthly basis, April 2019 will be so 
much easier !!

Don't forget to share the April book birthdays!
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Dear North Texas . . .

Come visit the brand new NTRWA.ORG! It’s live, just in time for our 35th anniversary 
meeting, tomorrow morning, 10 am at La Hacienda Ranch in Grapevine!

If you’re a published author not yet included on our published page, please send 
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randee@randeeleigh.com a short, 50-word bio, your headshot, and covers of up to 
five books (published in the last three years, please).

I hope to see you at the meeting!

Thanks,
Randee Paraskevopoulos, writing as Eva Jameson
Membership Director, NTRWA

Do you save your research photos to Pinterest?
Here's a fewof tips to feel better about all the time you spent "researching."

1) I bet you've got pictures that would look good on your cover. Share the board with your 
cover artist or send them a direct link to a photo. You didn't know you could create a direct link? 
Here:

• Click on the photo until it's the only thing on your screen. 
• Then you can copy the URL to send. 

EX: https://www.pinterest.com/pin/100134791688202437/ 
• OR you can copy the URL to the entire board. EX: http://bit.ly/Pin__Wade
• I like to create and use a shortened link for each hero

2) Keep the upcoming release board hidden until the book is live. Use the shortened board link 
as a another day of reveals and release promotion.

3) Run a contest to see if a reader can match a specific research picture to a scene in the book. You don't want 
spoilers, so you might limit this contest to readers who have read the book. This type of contest may be better 
reserved for your newsletter or "group" fans. 

Got a PINTEREST tip? Share it with the group (either via YahooGroups or our Facebook group). 
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Princesses for the day!
Amanda McMurrey & Susan Miller 
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GENERAL MEETING MINUTES of FEBRUARY 17, 2018
A regular meeting for the North Texas Romance Writers of America (NTRWA) was held on Saturday, March 
17, 2018 at the La Hacienda Restaurant in Colleyville, Texas.  The President and the President-Elect were 
present. The meeting was called to order at 10:49 a.m. 

President-Elect:  Chrissy Szarek reported:  Happy 35th Anniversary to NTRWA. Lone Star Love anniversary 
anthology is out. Thank you to Jen FitzGerald for her work on the anniversary anthology and the celebration.
Secretary: Lisa Fenly reported:  The February 17, 2017 meeting minutes were approved and filed for audit. 
Treasurer:  Cindy Dees reported: The Treasurer’s report was presented and filed for audit.
Program Director:  Linda Bolton reported: Programs are all full for 2018. Today’s Meeting:  Anniversary 
Celebration and Newsletters and Convertible Communication with Andra Dunn. April 21st, The Book Map with 
Candace Havens. May 19th Psychic Melanie Jade. June 16th Managing Resources with Emily McKay.
Membership Director:  Randee Paraskevopoulos reported: 49 members at this time. All membership 
renewal reminders were sent out. New ebsite is up. Published authors:  send in your headshot and covers for 
your five most recently published books. Include your social media links.
Communications Director: Angi Morgan reported:  Send information / articles / photos for inclusion in the 
newsletter to newsletter@NTRWA.org by the first week of the month.
Contests Director: Lisa Fenley Reported: Great Expectations Contest:  Need a new coordinator/ 
coordinators for the Carolyn Contest for 2019. See Lisa, if interested, for chair position duties and system 
requirements needed for the contest. Amanda McMurrey will chair the Great Expectations Contest for 2019.  
Great Expectations Contest: Amanda McMurrey reported: Contest finalists have been notified.
Entries are now with the final editor judges.
Carolyn Contest: Jen FitzGerald reported: Contest closed on February 14, 2018. Waiting on first round 
judge scores to determine finalists.

PAN Liaison: Chrissy Szarek reported:  no report
PRO Liaison: Randee Paraskevopoulos reported: Get Published program is up and running. 30-minute 
training sessions prior to each meeting, lead by a published NT member. Mentorship program up and 
running. PRO membership allows you on the NT PRO loop, where training and information are provided to our 
chapter PRO members. Will be emailing members to discuss what you need to happen to get published this 
year.                    

35th Anniversary Committee: Charm Program:  Chrissy Szarek reported:
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25 people in the program. 15 of these participants completed a book during that time. Anthology / 
Continuity:  Jen FitzGerald reported: Anthology is out for free through SmashWords or available for .99 
cents through Amazon. Recognized Carolyn Williamson as a charter member of the chapter.

35th Anniversary celebration immediately following the business meeting.
Unfinished Business: No unfinished business to report.
New Business: No new business to report.
Next Business Meeting:  10:30 a.m. on Apr 21, 2018 at La Hacienda.
The meeting adjourned at 1:14 p.m. Submitted electronically by Lisa Fenley.

Copyright © 2019 North Texas Romance Writers of America, All rights reserved.
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