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As this new year marks a new beginning in our life,
I would like to take this opportunity to thank each
one of you for your contributions to NT last year.
Last year has been a challenge for us for many
reasons. I am optimistic about what lies ahead. 
We have a number of great things to look forward
to, including national speakers and Two-Step in
April.  I want to continue to grow NT in diversity,
expanding our knowledge and experience to propel
us into the future.
I thank you all for your support and hope this
relationship continues, and we achieve success
together.
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Newsletter Editor

Audra Lewandowski
Texas Two-Step
Conference

My best wishes to you and your families for a safe,
happy holiday season and a happy new year.

Audra

Sally Kilpatrick

"Nice Girl's Guide to Conflict"

Do your manuscripts get comments

like “your story is too quiet” or “you

have too much external conflict”? Do

you find it hard to put your

characters in sticky situations? Sally

Kilpatrick relays her own journey to

creating conflict even when, in real

life, she prefers to run away. Starting

with the tried and true concept of

GMC, she’ll expand upon the

concept and guide you through

adding internal conflict and other

strategies for making sure that your

story has layers.
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BIO

Sally Kilpatrick is the USA

Today bestselling author of six

novels. She has won multiple

awards, including the 2018 and 2019

Georgia Author of the Year, the

Maggie Award of Excellence, the

Booksellers’ Best, and the 2016

Nancy Knight Mentorship Award.

She lives in Marietta, Georgia with

her husband, two kids, and two cats.

You can find her at

sallykilpatrick.com or on Twitter as

@superwritermom

North Texas Romance Writers is

inviting you to a scheduled Zoom

meeting.

Topic: NTRWA Monthly Meeting with

Sally Kilpatrick presenting: Nice

Girl's Guide to Conflict

Time: Jan 15, 2022 11:00 PM

Central Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us

/j/84192949273?pwd=cTgwWDNjMn

VOc3AyR3ZTQ0xQVXNZUT09

Meeting ID: 841 9294 9273

Passcode: 949557

One tap mobile

+13462487799,,84192949273#,,,,*9

49557# US (Houston)

+16699006833,,84192949273#,,,,*9

49557# US (San Jose)

Dial by your location

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
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        +1 669 900 6833 US (San

Jose)

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)

        +1 929 205 6099 US (New

York)

        +1 301 715 8592 US

(Washington DC)

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

Meeting ID: 841 9294 9273

Passcode: 949557

Find your local

number: https://us02web.zoom.us

/u/kcfXI61St
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Please remember to like our FB page: (20+) North Texas Romance Writers | Facebook This is the best

way to get notifications on meetings.

What’s In A Name? from Jennifer Fitzgerald

As authors, we think a lot about names.
We think about our author name—do we use our personal / given
name or a version thereof or do we choose to use a pen name…
     We think about our character names—whether you’re into what
names mean and their origins or you decide on character names by
another rubric, you still have to think about them…
We think about our book “names” aka the titles—too long, too short,
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indicative of the genre you write in, suggestive of the premise of the
book…
     But there’s one area that I believe a lot of authors don’t think
about…
     And what’s that, Jen?
     Well, your FILE NAMES, that’s what. :0)

“What's in a name?
“That which we call a rose…

“By any other name would smell as sweet.”
William Shakespeare ~ Romeo and Juliet

     A rose would smell as sweet, and your files would look so much
better and various files would be so much easier and faster to find.
     Based on my experience in receiving files from people, I can say
with some certainty that my premise (that a lot authors don’t think
about file names) is true.
    Did you question my premise? I sure hope you did! :0)
But tell me, have you given your file naming structure any sort of
thought?
     If so, then you can stop reading. If not, you may want to read on.
     As a former NT newsletter editor, current website manager, not only
for NT but for a couple of authors as well, and proofreader, I grimace
when I receive files from authors. (And then I promptly rename them
when I save them to my PC, lol.)
Book covers especially.
     Most of the time, the file name is a string of numbers or a name
that tells me little.
     So my question to each of you is this—how do you even know
what’s what by looking at file names? How much time do you spend
opening files in search of what you’re looking for?
If you have a system and it works for you and it doesn’t involve
opening every book cover graphic you have, then YAY!
     If you don’t a have a system, consider using mine, or modify it to
work for you, or come up with something that makes sense for your
personality strengths and organizing methods.
     My system involves a naming convention that I use for just about
every type of file related to my books: MS Word, MS Excel, PDFs,
images, even my Scrivener files. My blurbs, which are written and
saved in Notepad, are also named using this methodology.
      My naming convention works like this:
series name-book number in the series-book title-author name-
xxxxx.filetype
     Here’s what it looks like in application, using the book I published in
December:
Book File:
to-linzer-&-to-cherish-01-to-linzer-&-to-cherish-jen-fitzgerald-pdf.pdf
Cover File:
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jenfitzgerald.tolinzerandtocherish.01.tolinzerandtocherish.1600x2400.j
pg
     As you can see, my document names vs cover names are a little
different, but the idea is the same.
     Dots vs dashes—either works.
     You can leave out the dot or dash from between the individual
words, but I’d recommend leaving them between the named items
(series name, book title, author name) as in the cover file name. It just
makes it easier to read. Here’s a screen grab of the system in action.
(my blurbs, written in Notepad)
Text, application Description automatically generated

     But why, Jen?  Why go to all this trouble?
Three reasons:

1.  At a glance, I know exactly what / where any given file is. What
series, book order, book title. Also size for covers if I’ve re-sized
for any reason. Makes my life so much easier.

2.  Search Engine Optimization. Yup! When you upload a file—
especially the book cover, the search engines are gonna crawl
any site it lives on. If your author name, series name, and book
title are in that file name…it’s very helpful for you. It certainly isn’t
going to hurt.

3.  File Recovery…should something bad happen to your hard drive
and you have to recover your files, they’re probably going to be
returned to you in one giant folder. Document files, graphic files
all in a jumble. If your files are named in a method conducive to
self-sorting, all you have to do is create new folders and drag
your files into that new folder in batches. :0)

     Now, if file names aren’t something you care about, no problem.
Move on with your day and don’t give it another thought.
     But, if file names are something you do care about, as in you
struggle with this issue, then I hope I’ve given you some food for
thought and a starting point for coming up with your own naming
convention / organizing methodology.
     And, as always, if you have any questions, let me know. I’ll do my
best to answer them.
     Here’s to a better 2022 to one and all.
     Take care.
     Jen

Inspirational Thought

"Skill to do comes of doing." Ralph Waldo Emerson

This sounds a lot like: Write the next book! :)

New Officers for 2021-2022

Thanks to our members willing to serve on the NT Board. They are:
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President-Elect—Chrissy Szarek

Secretary—Clover Autrey

Treasurer—Jen FitzGerald

Membership Director—Carolyn Williamson

Communications Director—Marsha R. West

Program Director—Celia Naples

Contest Director—Kaylene Greenig

NTRWA on Facebook NTRWA Online
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