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Stuck or stalled in your writing?
Let’s talk just a bit about something very real—
writers’ block.
If you aren’t writing as much as you thought or the
words just aren’t coming, it’s a good time to key
into what helps you become unblocked.
The first question is, of course, is there
something—a stressful event—that is taking place
in your life you simply cannot work around? If so,
don’t beat yourself up for not writing. Take the time
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work the event, knowing the writing will come back
Translate
to you once your head and psyche are clear.
Aside from that, we can all hit roadblocks in our
writing. So, what do you do to get out of it?
Literally. I’m not offering tips, not exactly. I’m asking
the question because as professional writers we
all have an answer or two of what works for us. For
me, it’s brainstorming with a friend. She’s full of it
(ideas, I mean. :)) The other thing I do is read
romance. An author may write something—a
scene or a word—that triggers an idea in my head.
Lastly, the treadmill. Maybe it’s fresh oxygen, but
ideas come to me on the treadmill.
Whatever the answer is for you, honor it. Tap into it
during times when you’re stuck. And most
importantly, if you don’t know what the tip/tool is for
you, make it your mission to find out.
The more books we write, the more books we sell.
Happy writing!

Audra
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Allie Pleiter Presenting
The Chunky Method
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The Chunky Method
identifies and wields your unique
style and speed into a clear step-bystep program to get the work done.
No stuffing your style into someone
else’s frustrating structure! You’ll feel
the energy that happens when you
build success upon success. We’ll
work together to formulate a perfect,
personalized plan that won’t fail
because it’s built around how you
naturally write.
This program gives you everything
you need to:
~ Accurately discover your
“Chunk”—the key to your productivity
~ Uncover the unique traits that
make writing possible for you
~ Plot a path to completion that
works in the real world
~ Fine-tune that plan with me so that
it works even better than before
In as little as 4 to 8 weeks, you can
have a solid, personalized plan for
how to finish that book.
Bio
Bestselling international
author Allie Pleiter honed her talents
in the world of popular fiction, where
she still releases multiple books a
year. Allie has over 50 published
titles to her name, and over 1.5
million Allie Pleiter fiction and nonfiction books have been sold around
the world.
Her well-known Chunky
Method system trains writers at
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every level to formulate plans andTranslate
meet deadlines in a way tailored to

their unique working style. Allie runs
an active coaching practice helping
writers and all kinds of creative
people be more productive, as well
as training productive people to be
more creative. Already a national
speaker among writing associations,
Allie now extends her reach to
entrepreneurs, speakers,
consultants, and anyone who needs
to bolster their productivity and
creativity in a demanding
marketplace.
Allie is an avid knitter,
confirmed coffee junkie and firm
believer that “pie makes everything
better.” She holds a BS in Speech
from Northwestern University and
lives in the suburbs of Chicago with
her husband and the world’s most
adorable dog.
Link to buy books that go with
program:
Here’s a link to the book.
And to the series, if people also want
to order HOW TO WRITE WHEN IT
ALL GOES WRONG.
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You Are Cordially Invited to Attend
Metroplex High School Reunion
In 5-year increments from 2018 back to 1983.
Class of 2018 ~ 5-year
Class of 2013 ~ 10-year

Class of 1998 ~ 25-year
Class of 1993 ~ 30-year

Class of 2008 ~ 15-year
Class of 2003 ~ 20-year

Class of 1988 ~ 35-year
Class of 1983 ~ 40-year

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
In March of 2023, NTRWA will celebrate its 40th anniversary with yet another anthology, and we hope
you’ll join us, whether for the first time or once again.
All current and former NTRWA members are invited to submit a short story for the next anthology,
tentatively called “The Stars at Night.”
In case you couldn’t tell, were going with a class reunion theme, but here’s the twist:
Your graduating class member must have been featured in their high school yearbook in the “superlatives”
section and voted “Most likely to…” or “Best… / Worst…” or something along those lines. Be creative and
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Also! I’m asking you, if at all possible, to turn that superlative sideways or on its head. For example, if
you want your character to have “Had the worst case of Senioritis,” then have your character now be a
high school teacher. If your character was voted in as the “Worst Driver,” have him or her now be some
sort of crash test driver or perhaps a (winning?) race car driver.
It’ll be way more interesting if superlatives aren’t repeated, so one to a customer, if you please.
Claim yours here:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VxrlwDrAjGFhUUY5VIwXfK4RpNhA7b9jY27h7fmGCDk
/edit?usp=sharing
If you don’t see the one you want, feel free to add it.
You are, of course, more than welcome to write more than one story, which would require an equal
number of superlatives, naturally.
In addition, we’ll sort stories by reunion year, and if authors writing stories about the same graduating
class would like to collaborate or share characters, for the sake of uniformity, then by all means, do so.
_Here’s the basic participation list:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1AUrMJMDhsjEK-yPBStHoRac-cjH7ggKQLD5WJajJoo/edit?usp=sharing
School / Reunion Information
School: Metroplex High School
School Colors: green & purple
Mascot: Dragons
Location: Reunion takes place at a five-star hotel in Dallas
Room Description: The ballroom was suitably decked out with a dozen or so round tables covered with
white tablecloths; small, purple-flowered centerpieces sat in the center of each table. A banner hung
across a small dais announcing the “Class of XXXX Reunion” in dark green letters. A dance floor was set
up on the far side of the room. Three portable bars lined the wall right inside the ballroom doors.
Submission Guidelines:
Submissions are open to all NTRWA members, past and present.
Submissions should be between 4000 and 5000 words.
Up to three stories may be submitted by each author.
Entries must be romance.
All sub-genres except erotic are welcome: young adult, romantic suspense, inspirational, sweet, etc. 1983
will be as historical as it gets this time around.
Heat level must not exceed PG-13.
At least one member of the romance couple had to have been featured in the superlatives section of the
yearbook at some point.
Entries are due to Jen FitzGerald no later than January 21, 2023.
The anthology will go live early in March of 2023.
Have we missed something? Please send your questions to Jen FitzGerald at jen.fitzgerald.writer AT
gmail DOT com
____________________________________________________________________________________
New Loop
Communication with chapter mates used to be a whole lot easier...
It was quick and easy and could be done via email. No one had to login to a website to send a message.
Well, gang, we're trying to get back to that.
After some research, the board has agreed that a communications loop through Groups.io is the way to
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Groups.io has all the ease of our former Yahoo Groups loops, with far fewer issues. In fact, it was created
by the same guy, but he was able to eliminate many of the issues people struggled with in the old Yahoo
format.
So if those of you who are members (or are pretty sure you are still) would create an account at Groups.io
(if you don't already have one), that would be super. Then about mid-February, I'll send invites to join our
chapter loop. If you don't get an invite, that probably means your membership lapsed along the way.
If you don't get an invite, feel free to reach out to me (Jen, your humble treasurer) for confirmation of
membership / lapse.
Many thanks!
Jen FitzGerald
NTRWA
Treasurer
____________________________________________________________________________________
MINUTES FEBRUARY 19, 2022 MEETING
CALL TO ORDER:
A regular meeting for the North Texas Romance Writers of America (NTRWA) was held on Saturday,
February 19, 2022 via Zoom.
Board members present: President, President-Elect, Treasurer, Membership Director, Communications
Director, Program Director, Contest Director, and Secretary.
Members present: Kimberly Walton, Christine Crocker, Rhonda Black, Priya Ardis, Lisa Fenley, Gina
Nelson, Regina Richards, Marsha R. West
The meeting was called to order at 12:24 p.m. The minutes for January 2022 General Meeting were not
approved.
OFFICER REPORTS:
President Audra Lewandowski reported:
Next month’s meeting will be at La Hacienda. There will not be a Zoom. Meetings will either be in
person or on Zoom. No hybrid meetings due to internet connection.
President-Elect C.A. Szarek reported:
Please share the Two-Step Conference on social media.
The Haltom City Library will be putting together a mult-genre event.
Secretary Clover Autrey reported:
Being secretarial.
Treasurer Jen FitzGerald reported:
Total assets are in good standing. Actual numbers disclosed in meeting.
Program Director Celia Naples reported:
Looking forward to next month’s meeting about The Chunky Method with Allie Pleiter.
Seeking suggestions for speakers to schedule after May. Please let her know of content you would
like to hear about.
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No report.

Communications Director Marsha West reported:
Newsletters articles due by the 27th.
Contests Director Kaylene Greenig reported:
The Carolyn has officially closed for entries.
COMMITTEE COORDINATOR REPORTS
Bylaws Chair Carolyn Williamson reported
No report
Unfinished Business:
No new business to report.
New Business:
Two-Step speaker Susan Stoker. Asked that her fee be donated to a literary group.
Next Business Meeting: Saturday March 19, 2022
The meeting adjourned at 12:54 p.m.
Submitted electronically by Clover Autrey
____________________________________________________________________________________
Please remember to like our FB page: (20+) North Texas Romance Writers | Facebook This is the best
way to get notifications on meetings.

Inspirational Thought
Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed people can change the world; indeed, it is the
only thing that ever has.
Margaret Mead
New Officers for 2021-2022
Thanks to our members willing to serve on the NT Board. They are:
President-Elect—Chrissy Szarek
Secretary—Clover Autrey
Treasurer—Jen FitzGerald
Membership Director—Carolyn Williamson
Communications Director—Marsha R. West
Program Director—Celia Naples
Contest Director—Kaylene Greenig

NTRWA on Facebook

NTRWA Online
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